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1903 Excerpt: ...W. D. Lyman Whitman
College Our great king mountain,
Rainier-Tacoma, (I use Rainier out of
deference to supposed geographical
authority and Tacoma by reason of
personal preference based upon beauty and
fitness) presents many aspects to its
reverent observer. To those who beheld it
on that long-to-be-remembered Sunday at
Longmires Springs, when, after a day and a
night of rain, the storm clouds burst
asunder and parted like a veil, revealing the
stupendous ramparts of ice and towers of
rock which on their restless fronts bore
stars, the great peak presented an aspect of
majesty and mystery sufficient to awe the
pigmy human spectator into silence and to
suggest such infinite possibilities of
elemental power as to make human
imagination recoil from any attempt at
comprehension or expression. To such of
us as reposed upon the glade at Mazama
Camp on some one of the calm and
cloudless evenings when the cool breath of
glaciers was just succeeding the fervid
glow of the July sun, while the sweet
perfumes of the flowery lawns of Paradise
were filling the air, and the untold
combinations of colors looked up at us in
harmony from every slope, the monarch of
the mountains presented an aspect of
tranquil and reassuring benignity, and
human creatures could draw from all their
surroundings the soothing ministrations of
natures infinite benevolence. To those
again that skirted the precipitous crags and
crumbling walls of Gibraltar and looked
down at glistening masses of glacial ice,
which interlocked with broken splinters
of.basalt, looked for all the world like the
fangs of myriad sharks of colossal
proportions waiting to snap at and devour
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us, the mighty lord of the Cascades
assumed an aspect of ferocity and made us
tremble with the thought of the pitiless...
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