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Excerpt from Increasing Organic Disease;
The New Public Health Problem: Address
Delivered Before the American Public
Health Association, Rochester, N. Y.,
September 9, 1915What we have to say
here upon this subject of increasing organic
disease will be of service to humanity only
to the extent to which it encourage
corrective action.With this thought in mind
let us take the shortest and simplest road to
some of the important facts and
fundamental underlying this problem. Let
us briefly consider the magnitude and
significance of this heavy drain upon
national vitality and the means of checking
it.MAGNITUDE OF THE LOSS.Since the
great war commenced a year ago, America
has spent SO million dollars to succor
Belgium - a glorious charity. During the
same year over 400,000 American adults
died from the preventable or deferable
diseases of the heart, arteries and kidneys,
including apoplexy - an inglorious sacrifice
to ignorance and neglect.Virtually all of
these annual deaths arc premature, as we
well know, for they can be deferred by a
proper observance of the fundamental laws
of individual hygiene, and by adopting the
habit of calling occasionally upon medical
science for physical inspections for the
purpose of detecting trouble in its
incipiency, or when it will still respond to
corrective measures.During the past
hundred years it is estimated that the
average length of life has been increased
fifteen years and it is prophesied that
another fifteen years will be added during
the coming century.About the
PublisherForgotten Books publishes
hundreds of thousands of rare and classic
books. Find more at
www.forgottenbooks.comThis book is a
reproduction of an important historical
work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art
technology to digitally reconstruct the
work, preserving the original format whilst
repairing imperfections present in the aged
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copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the
original, such as a blemish or missing page,
may be replicated in our edition. We do,
however, repair the vast majority of
imperfections successfully; any
imperfections that remain are intentionally
left to preserve the state of such historical
works.
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